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Qutline and Characteristics of the University

Reflecting the fact that education is a matter of great concern
among Jezpanese people today,there has been a marked
development in educationa! systems and materials. Today's
classroom teacher, the central figure in education, is expected to
have a versatile array of qualities such as a high appreciation of
culture supported by a sense of mission and humanity; a deep
understanding of pedagogical ideas and methods as well as the
processes of human growth and development; a specialized
knowledge of subject areas; and excellent teaching techniques.

In order to meat these contemporary needs, Joetsu Yniversity of
Education was established in1978 as a national university which
aims to premote the theoretical and practical studies of schoo!
education. It censists of the Graduate School of Education which is
chiefly intended for in-service teachers and the College of

Education which offers undergraduate courses in teacher training.

The Graduate School of Education (Master's Program) conducts
comprehensive and specialized studies of various sciences chiefly
involved in the theory and practice of elementary and secondary
education. It also offers school teachers the opportunity of
pursuing advanced research and improving their theoretical and
practical abilities. For that purpose, approximately two-thirds of
the admission capacity of the Graduate School of Ecducation is
allotted to the teachers who have at least three years of teaching
experience.

The College of Education offers undergraduate courses which
train students to have excellent teaching abilities in all t!we subject
areas of elementary education. The course work also cultivates a
comprehensive understanding of the processes of growth and
development in ¢hildren. Considering the importance of primary
education as tha starting-point for people's lifelong learning,
special emphasis is placed on building character of the students
who intend to become elementary school teachers.

In 1996 The Joint Graduate School in Science of School Educatin
was opened at Hyogo University of Teacher Education as the first
Ph.D.Program in the field of teacher training in Japan. Its
educational and research system is organized on a cooperative
arrangement among four universities, Jostsu, Hyogo, Okayama,
and Naruto. Supported by the experiences and achievements of
each university's Master's Pregram, the Joint Graduate School
(Ph.D.Progrem) conducts practical research on educational
activities and the teaching of subject areas, and thereby aims to
train capable persons with high abilities of research and
instruction.

Joetsu University of Education 2005
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